Book now for
Summer

Conference

November 2006

wounds v«
—Pressure Care E-Newsletter—

Y

Visit the
Wounds UK

Book Store

Visit the Wounds UK website at http://www.wounds-uk.com

MA

@ TALLEY

R

.. Sponsors of the Pressure Care Newsletter

¥ Forthcoming
conference on

pressure ulcers

Page 3

—Editorial—

This month's editorial must focus upon the
forthcoming Harrogate conference over November
13th to 15th 2006. National wound conferences
have been taking place in Harrogate since at
least 1990 when the Tissue Viability Society
hosted an event in the autumn of 1990 in a
Harrogate hotel. However for many 'Harrogate'

started with the second European Wound

Management Association event held in October

1992. Looking back at the programme of this
event there was a single session of free papers
dedicated to pressure ulcers with seven
presentations. The topics of the presentations
covered three studies on risk assessment, two on
pressure-redistributing surfaces with single
presentations upon epidemiology and aetiology.
Fourteen years later there are now two sessions
in this year's Harrogate programme dedicated to
pressure ulcers. The first explores the aetiology
and management of heel pressure ulcers while
the second revisits arguments for and against
risk assessment. No doubt the free paper
presentations and posters will provide additional
pressure ulcer dedicated material. The extra
session pressure ulcers have gathered over 14
years of almost annual Harrogate conferences is
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over this span of time that we still debate risk
assessment with no clearer decisions on the
utility of this activity than we had back in 1992?
Perhaps when the EPUAP host their 10th annual
conference in 2007 that meeting will be able to
highlight where (and if) significant advances in
our understanding of pressure ulcers have

occurred?

So many conferences and apparently so little
progress? Is that the reality in pressure area
care or are we looking in the wrong places for
this progress to be found? We still have to turn
away from the really big question - are there
fewer people with pressure ulcers in 2006 than
when the first Harrogate pressure ulcer session
occurred back in 19927 That we can't answer this
question is a cause for real concern for without
strong baseline data we will never convince
anyone that our future actions bear fruit with
improved health outcomes for people vulnerable
to developing pressure ulcers. However it is not
all doom and gloom recent advances in imaging
technology now allow detailed examination of the
skin and soft tissue under clinically relevant
loading conditions - this work coupled with
studies of the biomechanical responses of cells
and tissues will hopefully lead to greater insight
into the mechanical causes of pressure damage.
So we get part of the jigsaw right but overlook
the fundamental issue - has the passage of time
since the first Harrogate conference really seen a
reduced burden of pressure ulcers through
improved preventive care and more effective
treatments? Michael Clark

Editor



¥ Forthcoming conference on pressure ulcers

The start of the 2007 wound care conference season starts as early as
January 9th 2007 with a one day meeting to provide practical advice on
implementing the Essence of Care Benchmark for Pressure Ulcers. This

meeting will take place in Manchester.

The conference promotional material notes that 'pressure ulcers have been
identified by patients and carers as being one of nine aspects of care that
are critical to their experience of healthcare and things that really matter to
them. Chaired by John Badham, Professional Nurse Advisor, National Clinical
Governance Support Team, this conference provides practical guidance on
delivering on the Essence of Care Benchmark for Pressure Ulcers and
improving the patient experience'. Further details of this event can be found

at www.healthcare-events.co.uk
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