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The conference season continues but do we 

know more about pressure ulcers? 

 

No sooner had the dust settled after the highly 

successful EPUAP conference in Berl in many 

delegates found themselves in a rather wet Pisa 

attending the annual conference of the European 

Tissue Repair Society. While this highly scientif ic 

conference was not focused upon pressure ulcers 

many familiar faces from Berlin were in 

attendance. After Pisa the season turns back to 

the UK with the 25th Anniversary symposium of 

the Tissue Viabil ity Society on October 26th 

fol lowed by the main Wounds UK event held in 

Harrogate in November. Perhaps the formal 

conference season ends after Harrogate but the 

respite is brief for the US National Pressure Ulcer 

Advisory Panel holds its conference in San 

Antonio, Texas in early February 2007.  

That the conference season is long and getting 

longer and the range of pressure ulcer related 

events gets wider each year is obvious. Also 

obvious are the plethora of publications both 

scientif ic and cl inical dedicated in part (or in 

total) to pressure ulcers and the wide variety of 

 

 

Visit the Wounds UK website at  http://www.wounds-uk.com 



© Wounds UK Ltd 2006   Page 2 of 3 

associations which consider pressure ulcers 

among other wound types. However does the 

volume of primary research into the 

pathophysiology, prevention and treatment of 

pressure ulcers deserve such a wide range of 

outlets? The answer to this question is 

undoubtedly no which means that material is 

either recycled between conferences and journals 

or we encounter a f lood of review papers. 

Focusing upon the UK alone we have too many 

conferences, too many associations and l itt le 

research. Some years ago the relative success of 

the wound care industry resulted in appropriate 

levels of support for several associations and 

publications but belts have been tightened in 

industry and now hard choices have to be made 

between competing groups and tit les. This 

situation cannot last without one or other 

association or journal dying for lack of support. 

How should we move forward? To an outsider the 

answer might appear to be obvious - al l UK 

associations and publications to come together to 

form a very strong single voice for health 

professionals, their patients and the general 

public. Such a new body rising l ike a phoenix 

from the groups that have existed unti l now may 

be the only way to safeguard an independent 

voice for wound care in this country. Let me 

know if you agree with this opinion?  

Michael Clark 

Editor  
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 News 

20 years of the National Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel (NPUAP) in 

the United States  

In 1987 the US National Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel began its campaigns 

to highlight and improve pressure ulcer prevention and treatment. It has 

been excit ing to watch this organization develop over the years and to see 

the impact it has had. Perhaps if the NPUAP had never existed then there 

would have also been no European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel? In 2007 

the NPUAP wil l host its 10th conference in San Antonio Texas.  

A copy of the conference programme and booking form forms part of this 

newsletter. It would be great to see strong European participation in this 

event to show our recognition of the contribution NPUAP has made.  

See you in San Antonio?  

http://www.woundsuk.co.uk/pressurecare/downloads/NPUAPConferenceRegistrat ion.pdf 


