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—Editorial—

A Big Month for Wound Care

This month sees the launch of the first National
Wounds Day on June 22nd. A number of events will
take place on this date which will celebrate the
excellent work being done in this field and raise

the profile of wounds throughout the UK.

The Wounds UK Summer Conference, Dermatology
and Paediatric Conferences will be taking place at
The Stoneleigh Park Hotel in Warwickshire. There
will be a press conference involving some of the
leading lights in wound and leg ulcer care, Keith

Harding, Christine Moffatt and David Gray.

The issue of chronic wounds and their management
has been one which has received little attention
over the years. The UK is one of the leading
countries in wound management and is recognised
throughout the world as key to innovation and

research in this field.

Yet, despite the efforts of a number of specialists
and research institutes, the subject of wounds has
remained relatively low down the list of NHS and
government priorities. In fact the main focus of
attention has been on trying to reduce the cost of

treatment of chronic wounds.

Whilst we would agree that cost cannot be ignored,
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focussing purely on cost reduction could prove to
be damaging, with so much pressure on the
industry and wound care specialists it is patient
care which will suffer. The real question which
should be asked is not how much money should be
spent but how many patients will be expected to
suffer such wounds in the foreseeable future. If we
begin by planning for the conditions which are
inevitable in an aging population then we and the
NHS can set more realistic goals for managing and

treating patients with wounds.

Strides have been made in relation to pushing
wounds further up the political agenda and this

year questions have been raised in the house.

Significant progress has been made over the past
20 years and there is much to celebrate in wound
management with experts throughout the UK

continually working to improve patient care.

What will you be doing on June 22nd?

John Timmons
Editor
Email: John.Timmons cal.ac.uk

3 Wounds UK awards

The first Wounds UK awards took place in the Imperial War Museum
Manchester on June 9th. The evening was a huge success with many
companies hosting educational events throughout the day of the awards.
The hosts for the evening were broadcaster Natasha Kiplinski, Professor
Keith Harding and David Gray. The awards celebrated the efforts of many
professionals working in wound, pressure ulcer, leg ulcer and burns
management. Almost 200 hundred nominations were received for the

awards in 10 categories.



Among the winners were Keith Harding and Christine Moffatt, both of

whom received awards for their outstanding contribution to wound care.

Congratulations to all the winners and runners up.

3 Applied Wound Management Software

As a result of last months editorial we received a large number of requests
for the Applied Wound Management Software. This decision making support
tool has been utilised within the Aberdeen Tissue Viability service and the
team have recently published a report which has been generated from the
software (Gray, Cooper and McGuffog et al, 2006). This report helps to
demonstrate the utility of such a system and how this can be used to help

support practice.

Gray D, Cooper P, McGuffog J, Russell F, Stringfellow S, Kingsley A and
White R (2006) A clinical audit of a Tissue Viability Service using applied

wound management. Wounds UK vol 2 issue 2 pp 47-59.
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